i

[Top 50 2026]) Vincent MclIlduff: Design is
Rooted in Simplicity and Quality

SHARE THIS ARTICLE o ° e

BY HOME JOURNAL
Thank you for your message.
We will get in touch with veu

shortly

To me, design is rooted in simplicity and quality. It emphasises creating thoughtful solutions that e POPULAR e

show empathy for users rather than being flashy or ornate.

Home Journal Brings Top
50 lo SEA

Vincent Mcllduff founded Hong Kong-based ALT Design & Construction in 2014, specialising in luxury
beachfront villas and ski resorts across Asia. Starting at 12 alongside his stonemason father, crafting
projects for the British Royal Family, McIlduff graduated valedictorian in Architecture. He worked under
Rem Koolhaas at OMA, becoming lead designer for Prada’s iconic projects by 22, before launching ALT at

28, delivering over 60 bespoke properties region-wide.
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What does design mean to you?

To me, design is rooted in simplicity and quality. It emphasises creating thoughttul solutions that
show empathy for users rather than being flashy or ornate. Good design improves daily experiences
and reflects an understanding of the needs and feelings of those who engage with the space,

enhancing their lives through carefully crafted and beautiful creations.
What was your proudest project in 2025?

In 2025, my proudest moment was being featured on the cover of the Financial Times, with several
of my designs included in the accompanying article. I was honoured to discuss how my company
has introduced a contemporary vision for Japanese alpine living. Looking back, I remember
arriving in Niseko a decade ago with no clients, literally knocking on doors. Determination and the
strong relationships I've built with the people here have been invaluable. This recognition marked a

significant milestone in my career, showcasing our innovative approach to architecture.
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What drew you into architecture?

My journey into architecture began through my early experiences with my father, a master
stonemason, in Ireland. Working with stone and marble fostered a profound respect for
craftsmanship and materials. I have always been passionate about the arts, and to me, architecture
is a unique blend of beauty and practicality. It evokes emotions and creates experiences through
aesthetic choices. The balance of form and structure enhances visual appeal and strengthens the

relationship between people and their environments. This combination of artistry and skill inspires

me to design spaces that resonate deeply.

How does your architectural style reflect your MBTI?

My architectural style aligns with my ENTJ personality type in numerous ways. As a natural leader,
I embrace the principle of “less is more,” emphasising elegance and practicality. My designs
balance beauty with functionality, driven by a strong desire to fulfil objectives while offering
effective solutions. The simplicity of my architecture is complemented by layered elements,

mirroring my determined approach to problem-solving.

Despite my leadership role, I have a deep appreciation for craftsmanship. I prioritise attention to
detail, quality materials, and innovative techniques. My architecture goes beyond mere concepts; I
strive to evoke feelings and sensory experiences through the choices I make in my designs. This
blend of functionality and simplicity reflects my ENTJ traits, inspiring me to create spaces that not

only captivate but also enrich people’s lives.
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